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Chairman’s Chat. 

October has been a busy month for me with 
two weekends away, one in Scarborough and 
the other in Norwich. We held the  NERIAC 
Autumn Festival in Scarborough at the         
beginning of the month and I have just returned 
from the National IAC AGM in   Norwich. Both 
these events lead me to ask, why it is that 
when we are inside looking at films the sun is 
shining brightly outside? Then when we have 

some free time it rains? If anyone knows I would be most grateful to 
know the answer. It can’t just be to make blacking out more difficult, 
can it? 

The AGM was held in Norwich. It was fitting that the guest speaker 
was David Cleveland FACI who is the founder of the East    Anglian 
Film Archive, which is where the IAC film archive is housed. David 
spent the first part of the afternoon telling us about the way in which 
our old films are being preserved, together with the history of the way 
films have evolved over the years. It was fascinating to be told how 
each type of film has to be treated   before it can be archived. These 
early films may contain historical scenes that are no longer there, and 
are an important part of our national heritage. I only became involved 
in film making when video tape appeared thus taking out the manual 
part of editing. Many of you will, at some time have joined different 
bits of film together in the cutting room where mistakes and expensive 
film ended up ”on the cutting room floor.” 

The second part of the afternoon was less talk and more film, as he 
explained how he had started making films with Tony Hart just for fun. 
Others saw them and they then became part of a much loved and 
popular programme, “Vision On” a BBC children’s   programme from 
the 1970’s. This was low budget work - they made their own props, 
acted, filmed and edited the final film. David Cleveland played the 
part of a mad ‘Prof’ for whom things usually went wrong with him  
ending up either wet, blown up or heading for the horizon on a        
speeded-up zig-zag path. We saw the best excerpts from the        
programmes so it was an afternoon of fun and memories for us all of 
when we were younger. We were shown the promo film for the next 
AGM which will be in   Sittingbourne, Kent (19th -20th October 2017).  

 It explained the many facilities the hotel has to offer.                          
A fitness suite with machines notched back to fit the age and ability  
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 of folk, not as agile as they once were. Have you ever seen    
someone on a treadmill with a walking stick? We have! It was good 
to be able to laugh at this as some of us are not as young as we 
might wish to be. 

I’m sorry that many of you missed the Autumn Festival in         
Scarborough, there may not have been as many of us as before 
but we had a good weekend, and as mentioned before the sun 
shone! We started with one of Michael Gough’s well-known quizzes 
and my group won. Not that I was much help, but if you work with 
the right people you can become a winner. 

You may not have heard about our guest speaker,                    
Liam Sanderson, but if you have been to BIAFF or looked through 
the results you will see that his students at Wales High School, 
(listed as Sheffield) are winning competitions. He puts in time to run 
lunch-time and after school clubs where students plan and make 
films. The first films were very simple but as more students got   
involved the story lines developed. He also showed us a selection 
of their work including films made by six form students for their A 
level media studies course work. What came over very strongly 
was that the pupils were having fun making the films. When asked 
why the younger generation won’t join our clubs he pointed out that 
their generation put their films straight to social media sites and 
have no need of our sort of clubs – they are very internet savvy. 

I would also like to thank all the people who entered films in the 
main competition. The overall winner of the ‘Regional Shield for the 
Best Film’ was Robert Lorimer for his film “Blue” The showing of 
these films in the competition is always of interest as they cover so 
many different topics or parts of the region. When I joined Sheffield 
Movie Makers I knew nothing about film-making but it was from 
watching other people’s films and hearing constructive comments 
from different judges that I learnt, got ideas,  and finally in fear and 
trepidation tried to make my first film.  

These events do not “just happen” a great deal of hard work goes 
on behind the scenes into make things run smoothly and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all members of NERIAC   
Council for the work they do for the region. In particular, I must also 
thank our projectionists, Trevor Spencer and David Whitworth from 
Huddersfield; who do so much to make the Scarborough weekend 
a success.  

Fran Haydon 
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TECHIE NEWS 

DISC AUTHORISING SOFTWARE  – FREE 

BurnAware Free writes to all optical discs, including Blu-ray. A 
recent update improves the way the program reads MP3 tags 
and CD text, and reduces processor usage during track        
extraction. Be sure to choose the Custom Installation to   
decline the bundled junk .  Download the software from: 
www.burnaware.com – Works with Windows 7/8 and 10 
 
BACKUP TOOL – FREE 
Duplicacy  (www.duplicacy.com) 
Duplicacy focuses on backing up your files, so you’ll always 
have an up-to-date copy of important personal data should a 
disaster strike.  To use the program, you just need to select the 
folder you want to back up (called the Repository) and a target 
location to save the backup to. This can be local,    networked 
or cloud based. Backups run every day on an hourly basis by 
default, but you can adjust the frequency if you want to back up 
more or less frequently.  Only files that have changed will be 
backed up, and you can choose to   encrypt file contents, file 
paths, sizes and other details. 
 
UNINSTALLER 
How many times have you uninstalled a programme only to find 
that parts of it are still remaining on your system.                 
IObituninstaller takes care of this and makes sure ALL parts of 
the  software are uninstalled. Download a FREE version at            
http://www.iobit.com/en/advanceduninstaller.php 
 
JUNK REMOVAL 
The new FREE version of AdwCleaner (6.020) is now    availa-
ble to download, it will remove all Adware, PUP/LPI (Potentially 
Undesirable Programmes), Toolbars, Hijacker (Hijack of the 
browser’s homepage). It is compatible with Windows XP, Vista, 
7,8, and 10 both 32bit and 64bit and  can be downloaded free 
from  www.snipca.com/21594 
 

http://www.burnaware.com
http://www.duplicacy.com
http://www.snipca.com/21594
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SOFTWARE 
If you are in the market for some software before purchasing, 
check out the Computer Active Magazine web store. The 
prices are way more competitive when compared with      
purchasing direct from companies. The store can be reached 
at store.computeractive.co.uk/  Their website is safe. 
 
FLASH PLAYBACK PROBLEMS 
If you use any of the on line tutorials provided by DVC (the 
good friends of video makers), you may have had problems 
trying to play these on your computer. To resolve the         
situation go to the following website and follow the             
instructions: 
http://www.dvc.uk.com/acatalog/Problems-playing-DVC-
tutorials.html 
 
VLC FREE MEDIA  PLAYER 
If you are experiencing playback problems such as juddering 
with VLC Media Player, consider resetting the player. To do 
this click Tools, then Preferences, and click the Reset     
Preferences button, click OK when prompted, then close 
and re-open VLC. 
 
FREE EFFECTS 
Get 40+ free effects in 4k which can be used in HD by      
logging on to www.4kfree.com – Enter your name and email 
address and a link will be sent to you via email to access the 
effects. Use a conversion programme to downscale to your 
project settings, e.g. 1080p You may just find the effect you 
need for your production!  
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Every 60 seconds 300 videos are uploaded to YouTube yes 
that is correct 300 videos! 
 

http://www.dvc.uk.com/acatalog/Problems-playing-DVC-tutorials.html
http://www.dvc.uk.com/acatalog/Problems-playing-DVC-tutorials.html
http://www.4kfree.com
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I’ve thrown away my Tripod 

I take most of my videos on holiday or at family events. In either 
case carrying or using a tripod is a pain. The choice used to be 
either forsaking steady shots and doing the best one can with 
some stabilisation software or plug-in whilst editing the finished 
video film or lugging around a tripod and maybe missing important 
shots whilst having to fiddle with the tripod. Not much of a choice.  
I tried to get my wife to carry the tripod for me and that didn’t go 
down too well!  

I’d been considering upgrading my HD 
Panasonic X920 camcorder to a 4K 
model for some time and had looked 
at the Sony AX100 (Fig 1), but at the 
wrong side of £1500 and much larger 
and heavier than my X920, I didn’t 
take the plunge.  

                                                                                                 
Fig 1 

 

I was excited when later both Sony and Panasonic brought out 
their new compact 4K camcorders. I was especially attracted to the 
possibility of post-shooting cropping of the 4K footage to achieve 
smooth pans and zooms and still having better than full HD      
footage. 

I always prefer to have a ‘proper’ 
viewfinder, as I find using a side 
screen not much good in bright 
sunlight. My choice was between 
the Panasonic VXF990 (Fig 2) and 
the Sony AX53 (Fig 3).  

 

 

 

Fig 2 

Fig 3 
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The Sony AX53 has a patented      
system called Balanced Optical 
Steady Shot (BOSS) for image       
stabilisation where the complete lens 
and sensor assembly is mounted on a 
gimbal (Fig 4). Seeing sample footage 
with this on YouTube convinced me to 
go for the Sony rather than the    
Panasonic. 

 

I’ve been amazed with the          
performance of the AX53. Still     
further, by using the tripod           
stabilisation feature of Final Cut Pro 
X (Fig 5), I’m able to achieve       
absolutely rock steady shots from 
hand held footage (with maximum 
camera zoom) that you would swear 
had been shot with a tripod.  

 

 

The only shortcoming I’ve found 
with the AX53 is that it is not quite 
so good in low light as my        
Panasonic X920 which achieves 
excellent low light shots with it’s 
three sensors. So I’m keeping the 
X920 for such shooting. 

 

But I have put all my tripods in the loft! (I should be brave and throw 
them away, but then, I’m a hoarder). 

 

This should keep me happy - at least until 8K cameras come on the 
scene! 

John Daws 

Fig 4 

Fig 5 
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Tim Stannard AACI is a       
relative latecomer to    
filmmaking having bought his 
first camcorder well into the 
digital age in 2005 in order to 
record his youngest daughter’s first steps. He is not sure 
whether it was his lack of a natural ability as a cameraman or 
his career in IT that led him rapidly to develop a love of        
editing on a PC. Whilst he has been involved in making the 
usual club comedies, travelogues and documentaries, he is 
perhaps best known in IAC circles for his light entertainment 
films about history, set to music and still featuring his youngest 
daughter, performing with her friends, the latest of which was 
chosen as part of the UK programme at UNICA 2016. 

Tim is a member and former Chairman of Staines Video     
Makers in Surrey. He is a regular contributor to the IAC Forum 
as well as a moderator of another UK amateur film-making    
forum. Together with Alan Colgrave he has set up the            
experimental NTRIAC online film competition. He has been on 
the judging panel for several club and inter-club competitions. 
In 2016 he became an Associate of the IAC. 

  

NERIAC SPRING FESTIVAL 

7th May 2017 

At The Cairn Hotel Harrogate 

Booking form at: www.neriac.co.uk 

      Guest Speaker: 

Tim Stannard 
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NERIAC 

Spring festival 

7th May 2017 at 2PM 
At The Cairn Hotel 

Ripon Road, Harrogate 

North Yorkshire. HG1 2JD 

Guest Speaker: Tim Stannard 

For catering reasons you must pre-book  

Tickets : £15 per head 

includes refreshments & English Afternoon Tea 

 

No Tickets: _____ @ £15 Total £______ 

Name: ___________________ 

Address: ______________________ 

_______________________________ 

Tel No:______________ 

Email: ______________________ 

 

Send your booking form to Derek Mathieson 

22 Pierremont Crescent 

Darlington DL3 9PB 

Te: 01325 356140 
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>>> TIMELINE <<<  
By Michael and Linda Gough 

 
FADE TO MICHAEL ……. 

A few years ago the IAC was in serious financial difficulties. 
One Council member produced statistics which suggested that 
without significant changes in our operations we had a       
maximum of 5 years left before disappearing in a permanent 
fade to black. We opted not to raise our income by increasing 
membership subscriptions, which might have been  counter 
productive if it caused some membership cancellations.        
Instead we choose to try to reduce our expenses. We moved 
our National office with massive storage space into smaller 
premises, eventually leaving the leafy London suburbs in a 
very successful transfer to Newcastle. Staff retirement enabled 
a reduction in employed staff, but the only way that actual   
services could be protected was by relying on volunteers to do 
what had previously been paid for. Val Ellis and John Bartlett 
took over the running of the video library, previously stored in 
the central office but now stored and run from their homes.  
The vast library of films was transferred to the East Anglian 
Film Archive in Norwich. The IAC Council reduced the number 
of meetings in London and moved to cheaper premises in  
places like Luton, Derby and York. Instead of paying for a   
secretary to minute these meetings volunteers on the Council 
shared a rota to write them. Which is where this “Timeline” item 
comes from. 
 
I have been sharing those minutes for quite a few years now. It 
is not the easiest of tasks particularly when I want to get      
verbally involved in the discussion, rather than writing. Those 
who know me well realise that I am very shy and retiring and 
seldom want to share a strong opinion of my own! 
 
I soon discovered that if I just used paper and pencil I would 
get home totally unable to read my own writing. So I prepared 
a computer template in advance from the agenda. It included 
all the headings and references and I could quickly type in key 



11 

I liked to tidy them up as soon as possible before I forgot what 
it was all about, and often spent the train journey home    
completing the minutes. 
 
At the last meeting in London I was thrown back in the deep 
end without any preparation. It was Ivor’s turn to take the 
minutes but I suddenly got a text message that his train had 
been held up and I volunteered to step in. Back to pencil and 
blank pieces of paper. It turned out that Ray’s train had also 
been affected and both arrived an hour late. As I scribbled  
almost illegibly the order of the agenda was scrapped and 
items skipped until certain people arrived. When I got home 
my paper was covered in arrows linking items on totally      
different pages. Thank goodness Linda had also been there 
and could help me make sense of it all.  
 
So next time you complain about things not running as 
smoothly as in the past just remember the hours of unpaid 
work now being provided by volunteer members. 
  
DISSOLVE TO LINDA 
You may have noticed in John Gibbs’s last Chairman’s report 
in FVM that BIAFF is coming back to Harrogate in 2018. This 
caused a bit of a panic in NERIAC’s Council. ‘Help we have 
just finished one!’ ‘We didn’t have much support for the       
organising committee by younger members of the Region!’ 
‘We are too OLD!!’ 
 
Well our Region is not organising BIAFF although it is being 
housed at the Cairn in Harrogate. It is being organised by a 
Committee made up initially of Central Council members. 
Some of you with long memories may remember when this 
was the norm. LIAFF (London International Amateur Film 
Festival) was always organised by Central Council and       
ALWAYS held in London hence the name. It was then        
decided that this most important Film festival should be      
organised by each Region in turn to give more people the   
opportunity to see a ‘local’ show rather than the expense of 
going to London each time. 
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This year Central Council was presented with a dilemma.  
Several Regions had indicated they were unable to organise a 
future BIAFF because of lack of people able to help.       
Sometimes the spirit was willing but the flesh was weak. 
Younger people are not coming forward to join Regional and 
Central Councils. No Region was prepared to organise any 
BIAFFs after 2017. So what to do? 
 
Central Council has set up a Subcommittee to investigate 
ways in which BIAFF could be organised. What was soon    
decided that whatever was the outcome of these investigations 
2018 was too soon to make any sweeping changes. So what 
has been decided is that we will follow the format of past     
BIAFF’s. However the workers will hopefully come from 
around the country.  
 
We have a small organising committee but will be asking for 
help from all over the country for many jobs from projecting in 
the mini cinemas to helping to black out the cinemas. So if you 
feel you can help please keep an eye on the FVM where you 
will see what help is required. If you really don’t want the IAC 
and BIAFF to become a thing of the past please contact your 
Regional Council and offer to serve the on the Regional  
Council. 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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 The Annual General Meeting 

Of the North East Region of the IAC 

On Sunday 7th May 2017 
 

To be held at the Cairn Hotel 

Ripon Road 

Harrogate HG1 2JD 

 

AGENDA 

1. Minutes of the Last Meeting 

2. Matters Arising 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

4. Secretary’s Report 

5. Chairman’s Report 

6. Election of Officers 

Members retiring by Rotation Offering themselves for               

re-election:               

 Linda Gough FACI 

Michael Gough FACI(M) 

7. Any Other Business 

Nominations for NERIAC Council, please send details                 

before 1
st
 May to the secretary: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington. DL3 9PB 

Or email: dereksc07@gmail.com 
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NERIAC Annual Competition 2016 

The Public Show of all the entries took place                              

on the 9th October at The Esplanade Hotel Scarborough. 

 

Bob Lorrimer left and below                  
Michael and Linda Gough      
receiving their awards 
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NERIAC Annual Competition 2016 

Results:  

Regional Shield £50: Blue by Bob Lorrimer FACI (M) 

Saville Trophy: Hooks and Eyes by Linda Gough FACI and 

Michael Gough FACI (M) 

Senior Trophy: The Girl on the Train by John Roberts  

Worsley Cup: Favourite Dale by Derek Mathieson FACI 

Alexander Trophy: Feathered Friends by Roy and Jean 

Vickers 

Runner Up Fiction: Starter, Main Course and Not So Sweet 

by Bob Rowley and Martin Sutherland 

Runner Up Non Fiction: Favourite Dale by Derek 

Mathieson 

Wilson Cup: Family Matters by Graeme Bowman    

Highly Commended: Starter, Main Course and Not So 

Sweet 

Highly Commended: The Iron Ship by David Whitworth 

Highly Commended: Smooth Operator by Roy and Jean 

Vickers 

Commended: Meditations of a Lighthouse by John      

Roberts 



16 

NERIAC Contacts 
 

Chairman: 

Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk 

Secretary: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Ray Henderson FACI 

25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST 

Tel: 0191 270 1005 email: ray@coopuk.com 

Council Members: 

Audrey Cutts 

Linda Gough FACI 

Michael Gough FACI(M) 

Trevor Spencer FACI 

David Whitworth FACI(M) 

Nor’Easter Editor: 

Ivor Rose FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@gmail.com 

 

All the NERIAC Council would like to wish you   

A Happy New Year. 

 

 

mailto:fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:dereksc07@gmail.com
mailto:ray@coopuk.com
mailto:ivorrose@gmail.com

